TALK Halton Newsletter
TALK Halton are a team of Speech & Language Therapists, Early Years Practitioners
and Health professionals working together to ensure all young children are given the
chance to reach their potential in Speech, Language and Communication.
In our newsletter we will be sharing with you successes, news about the project,
examples of great practise, top talking tips, useful resources for staff and parents
and much more!
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Every word counts - it all goes in

TALK Halton so far...

Contact us

• Following TALK Halton training and support sessions Wellcomm
Toolkits are now being used by Childcare settings, Children's Centres,
Health visitors and childminders across Halton. We are encouraging
all Early Years Practitioners to use the activities in the Wellcomm Big
Book of Ideas with all children, at any level, to enable children to
achieve their optimum communication potential. Keep up the great
work!
• A Training Needs Analysis was sent out far and wide during the
Autumn Term to many across the children's workforce. Thank you to all
those that returned surveys, it has been invaluable information and we
are currently working on creating training packages, home learning
materials and adult learning workshops that have been guided by your
responses.

Kelly.Thomas@halton.gov.uk
07920506196
Sophie.Smith@halton.gov.uk
07909998148
Tracey.Lynch@halton.gov.uk
07833400622

We're here to help and
only an email or
phone call away...

• TALK Halton are coming to social media near you soon! The team have been working hard on
marketing materials and resources aimed at Halton families. More details to follow next issue!

Staff CPD Picks
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects
/professional-development/online-short-course

A great half day introductory course that looks at
how you can support the development of
children's speech langauge and communication
skills on a day-to-day basis in your setting, and
how to spot children and young people who might
be struggling to develop these important skills.
Once signed up choose the Early Years version.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpHwJyjm7rM

During lockdown the team have been really
enjoying TED talks as a quick and engaging form
of CPD. This short talk by Dr Anne Fernald from
the Stanford Psycholgy department is a great
overview on how the quality of our interactions
with infants and young children effects their brain
development for life. Anne also talks abut her
research into parental impact and busts some
myths about low income versus higher income
families.

What would you like covered in future training?
Working in
partnership with;

Parent/Carer picks
Tiny Happy People has been developed by the BBC and is a
website containing short video clips of activities aimed at
supporting children's communication skills.
Activities are split into ages from pre-birth to 5.
They also have a very active instagram account where they
post facts,activities, videos and parenting humour.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happypeople

@bbctinyhappypeople

The Baby Club is on Cbeebies at 10:20am and 14:20pm
daily. Parents can follow the baby club on instagram to find
out 'What's in the bag?' for each day so they can join in from
home and get talking. Objects used are
always easily found around the home and the programme
models activities and songs to match.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows
/the-baby-club

@thebabyclubtv

Spotlight on...
WellComm
We analysed all of the WellComm
results submitted to us for 2, 3 and 4
years olds across Halton for Autumn
2019 and found that....
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A massive thank you to all of the 66 Halton
childcare settings that submitted their
Autumn Wellcomm data! Thanks to you we
now have vital baseline statistics that show
us actual levels of Speech, Language and
Communication need in Halton.

Once all of the Spring WellComm data is in there will be an overview of the great
progress being made. Watch this space!
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