
Week 8 Information for parents 
 
The big news this week is the gradual easing of lockdown.  There is a letter being circulated from Halton on 
this topic which we have added to the website.  I have also written my own letter which is similar… 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Re: possible reopening of school to more pupils in June 
 
We know you’ve seen in the news that schools may reopen on 1 June to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
pupils if the government thinks it’s safe. 
 
We’re waiting for further guidance and clarification from the government right now, which will hopefully help 
us create an action plan for our phased reopening. We’ll share this with you as soon as possible so you 
know what the school’s reopening will look like in practice. 
 
It’s a very unsettling time for us all, but rest assured we are going to be doing everything we can to make 
sure we’re ready to receive these year groups if it’s safe for our school to reopen in the coming weeks.  
There is quite a lot of emphasis on ‘if’ at the moment.  I don’t think anyone really knows if it is truly safe and 
I hope that schools are not being used to test the waters. Teaching unions are advising to stay closed.  I do 
not need to remind you that your priority is to keep children safe but I would remind you that my staff are 
deeply anxious for themselves and their families.  I would ask that you consider this when making any 
decisions. 
 
We are now thinking about how best to facilitate the return of years 6,1,and Reception.  Teachers are 
assessing sizes of rooms and spacing.  We are all thinking about organising many things such as toileting, 
lunches, play times and busy times like 9am and 3pm.  If and when we have definite information, we will 
share this with you so you know exactly the best way to maintain distancing and keep everyone safe. 
 
However, we’re also not going to be pressuring anyone to send their children to school, since you know 
your children and personal situation best. I would like to point out that attendance is not compulsory at this 
time and no pressure will be placed on parents and no fines will be issued. 
When asked about attendance, Halton officials say that they expect all parents to do their best to get 
children in etc etc but my answer is that attendance is still not compulsory at this time. However we will 
continue to check on welfare as we have been doing. 
 
In order to help you make a decision it may be useful to consider the following. 
The Early Years curriculum will be severely limited.  It is centered on play and most items will be out of 
bounds to prevent contamination. Items like sand, water and soft toys cannot be cleaned easily. Enabling 
2m social distancing is going to be virtually impossible.  The joke going around is that schools can’t contain 
the spread of nits so how can they contain CV19?? It is a valid point though. Staff will feel compromised in 
the level of emotional warmth they can share with children. Hugs etc will not be possible. 
We know that we should not have more than 15 in a classroom so if we get more than this in Y6 then we 
will need to work across several classrooms meaning children may not be with their friends.  Also, teachers 
will be on a rota so children will need to get used to having different staff teaching them. We will need to 
insist on children wearing clean clothes every day and limit the number of adults bringing children in to 1 
person only. 
PE and playtimes will be quite minimal as activity at these times normally involves close contact. 
There are some pictures going around on social media of children sitting sadly in chalk boxes on the 
playground…. 
 
I will be quite honest with you and say that my personal priority would be Year 6.  I am concerned about 
their transition to high school and feel that this needs to be supported as much as possible. 
 
We intend on calling you at the start of next week to ascertain whether you are likely to be sending children 
on 1st June so please do think carefully over the weekend.  If you have any questions then please feel free 
to email on head.woodside@halton.gov.uk 
I will check my emails over the weekend. 
Children of key workers and those deemed ‘vulnerable’ are still to come in as they have been so far but let 
us know if there are any changes. 
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So far, your support of Woodside has been amazing and we are so grateful and appreciative.  Once again, 
we need to ask for your support and understanding.  Obviously we are educators and we became teachers 
to help make children’s lives better.  However, losing time in education can be recovered and made up.  
Losing life can’t. 
 
Best wishes to you all.  

 
Mr Collings 

 
Free School Meals 
Joanne has filled the orders for these for the next two weeks. We believe that parents opting to keep away 
from school will still receive the vouchers. 
Universal Infant Free School Meals will re-start on 1st June.  That’s the entitlement that all infants have 
regardless of parental income. 
 
Laptops 
We have filled out information for the local authority for families with a social worker.  We will wait and see 
what happens next. 
 
School Work 
Just a reminder that new links and resources are added all the time on the website. 
Make sure you scroll down the page.  One or two parents I have spoken to didn’t realise that there were more links 
further down. 
 

Teachers are setting regular work on Class Dojo and Seesaw but I would like to encourage more 
children to log in please.  All children have a login, if you look back through Woodside text messages you 
can find the details or just ring and ask. 
We continue to provide paper-based work but it would be good if we got some back.  If you collect more, 
then please bring some back and we can add children to the shout-outs. 
Shout outs for good work this week: 
Grizedale: Olivia See, Matthew, Dominik, Fiji, Lucy and Mia Jones 
Delamere: Taylor Ray and Michael have been on Zoom, but would like more friends to join in! 
Thetford: Mia-Star, Ethan and Leia have been joining in on Zoom and enjoying some excellent work. 
Sherwood:  
Epping: Caleb Casey 
Whinfell:Jessica M, Oscar, Zara, Chloe, George Shannon, Dylan have all been doing well on Zoom quizzes. 
 
Just a reminder, we have access to the National Online Safety platform so parents can access materials about online 
safety.  If your children are using TikTok, Fortnight, Snapchat, Zoom etc etc then there is some excellent advice on how 
to keep them safe. 
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/woodside-primary-school  
The first 10 parents signing up to this will win a little prize!! 

Update: Prizes owed to Edwina Jones, Carolyn Eves, William Jones and Emma Holt.  6 prizes still up for grabs. 
Further update: Prizes also owed to Jenny Seale and Katie Green.  
Further further Update: Prizes also owed to Jen Eves, Sara Holt, Paula Davies and Julia Cotter (who I 
missed last week) 
So far we have 11 parents signed up. Thank you folks, hope you find it useful. Perhaps share tips and info 
with each other on Facebook? 
 
Magic Breakfast 
Hopefully everyone is getting their deliveries now. Thank you for your patience. 
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Quiz!! Use the pictures to make the name of a type of bug.  First ten correct win a prize! 
(Last week’s answers: Runcorn, Belfast, Portsmouth, Warrington, Blackpool, Swansea, Northwich and Sheffield) 
Last week’s winners: Summer and Lauren Ainge, Leia Mason, Jamie and Lewis Southall, Caleb Casey, Hallie Smith, Olly Given, Arthur and Oscar Cotter, 
Zara and Mia Star Beswick, Dylan and Taylor Ray White 

Text your answers to 07395 126470 (school mobile) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

     
 
 
 



 
As we continue to Clap for our carers I thought I would finish with a quote about gratitude today. 

 
 
Please stay safe, remember to keep your distance and wash hands and I hope we are all together again soon. 
 
 
Mr Collings and all at Woodside. 
 
 

 
Well-Being 
Some numbers which hopefully you wont need but just in case… 
Childline 0800 1111 
Samaritans 116123 
Domestic Violence Hotline 0808 2000247 
Mind 03001233393 (mental health advice) 
Age UK 08001696565 
 
School number 01928 564031, school mobile 07395 126470 or sec.woodside@halton.gov.uk 
General advice can be found here https://hbcnewsroom.co.uk/coronaadvice/ 
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