
Friday 4th September – Week 1 
 
Welcome back to a new year at Woodside! 
 
I thought I would carry on the communication that I was doing during lockdown, even if it is just for 
a few weeks while we iron out any issues. 
 
The children have made an excellent start and are trying hard to follow all the rules.  As with many 
of these things, there are always going to be teething troubles. 
 
Arrival at school in the morning was a bit chaotic on Thursday.  I sent a text saying that maybe KS1 
children could aim to arrive at 8:45-8:50 then KS2 from 8:50-9am.  This is not a rule though, no-one 
will be sent away. I appreciate there are some parents with a child in both key stages which does 
make it difficult to implement strict arrival times. 
Please do not arrive before 8:45 so we can avoid congestion on the path. There is no need to be 
early.  Families that live close by should be able to time their arrival for nearer to 9am.  I also said in 
the text message that if you mis-time it and arrive slightly after 9 (up to 9:05) then I will not mark 
children late just for a week or so while we get used to things. 
Home time is 3pm for KS1 and 3:10 for KS2. Please avoid arriving too early. 
 
The local rate of infection seems low in Halton but Public Health seem to think that problems are 
arising due to social gatherings in the home. The current guidance states you should not: 
 socialise indoors in groups of more than two households (anyone in your support bubble counts 

as one household) – this includes when dining out or going to the pub 

 socialise outdoors in a group of more than six people from different households; gatherings 
larger than six should only take place if everyone is exclusively from two households or support 
bubbles 

 interact socially with anyone outside the group you are attending a place with, even if you see 
other people you know, for example, in a restaurant, community centre or place of worship 

 hold or attend celebrations (such as parties) where it is difficult to maintain social distancing and 
avoid close social interaction – even if they are organised by businesses and venues that are 
taking steps to follow COVID-19 Secure guidelines 

 stay overnight away from your home with members of more than one other household (your 
support bubble counts as one household) 

 
There is a lot of confusion about when people should isolate and all the different situations that may 
or may not result in the need for isolation.  I have posted a document on the website that helps with 
this. I hope you find it useful. Halton will also be sending out a letter with advice. 
 
Hopefully we can all follow the guidance and prevent a lockdown in Halton.  If there is a return to 
lockdown then a tier system will be in place. The lowest level is tier 1 with the highest being tier 4. 
In order for a primary school to close, we would need to be in tier 4 and we would still be open for 
key workers etc as we were in April onwards.  It seems unlikely that we would reach tier 4 at this 
time but things could change quickly. In the event of a lockdown, teachers will have remote working 
arrangements in place. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We will be doing PE lessons. Children should come to school in their kit to avoid risk of germ 
spreading. PE days are : 
Monday – Epping and Sherwood 
Wednesday – Grizedale 
Thursday – Grizedale, Thetford 
Friday – Delamere, Whinfell 
There is no swimming at the moment. Tracksuits/joggers may be worn as it gets colder. 
 
We will still be collecting money for snack and lunches. It really needs to be in on a Monday so staff 
can take it and box it up reducing any risk. 
Classes will be unable to do any singing or playing of wind instruments and we cannot do any 
assemblies.  Sadly this is likely to mean there will be no Harvest Festival this year.  We will have to 
see if things change for Christmas. 
 
A few parents have asked about cakes when it is children’s birthday.  I have double checked with 
Public Health and they have said it should be ok. 
 
We will be sending out reading books but they may not be changed as often as they used to. Each 
class will have a day for changing books so that books from home can be quarantined.  Teachers will 
let you know when this is. 


