
Week 6 Information for parents 
 
End of week 6 now and there is definitely one more full week of lockdown.  We don’t know what will happen 
after next week yet but I do hope they take into account the needs of younger children when they start to 
ease the lockdown.  They need to consider that younger children will struggle to maintain distance and the 
difficulties of busy classrooms, lunchtimes and sharing equipment will make things difficult to manage.  As 
soon as we know more then we will share it. 
We are aware via social media that there have been social gatherings around Halton Lodge in breach of the 
lockdown.  It is not our place to police this but it is our place to protect children.  Please follow lockdown 
guidelines.  Social gatherings are not permitted yet.  If we get any definite information we will share it with 
police.  The lockdown is for everyone’s benefit.  If we maintain good discipline now, then the lockdown will 
be eased sooner. 
Many people are going through what is known as ‘Quarantine fatigue’ where we start to get fed up and 
perhaps relax when around others or go out more often.  It is so important we try and keep our efforts up 
though.  Keep it going folks!! 
 
We are continuing to make calls to families but again, if you haven’t heard for a while then it’s probably an 
oversight or we couldn’t get through.  We have seen a few parents in person or communicated online as 
well.  Feel free to ring school any time or the mobile if you want anything, even just a chat. 
School number 01928 564031, school mobile 07395 126470 or sec.woodside@halton.gov.uk 
General advice can be found here https://hbcnewsroom.co.uk/coronaadvice/ 
 
Free School Meals 
The vouchers seem to be sorting themselves out now.  Hopefully you have what you are entitled to. If not 
then you must ask.  I do not want any child missing out.  You can call us at school or on the school mobile 
number.  If you have any issues concerning the vouchers then please get in touch. 
 
Laptops 
We have had a couple of enquiries about laptops for people with no access to online resources.  The DfE and 
local authority will be advising us in due course who they feel is entitled to equipment.  It is not down to us.  
We will let you know when we have more information. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
 
School Work 
Just a reminder that new links and resources are added all the time on the website. 
Make sure you scroll down the page.  One or two parents I have spoken to didn’t realise that there were 
more links further down. 
There is a link here to the DfE skills page which may be of use to parents and children looking to develop IT 
skills for work or at home. 

https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/ 

 
Teachers are setting regular work on Class Dojo and Seesaw but I would like to encourage more children to 
log in please.  All children have a login, if you look back through Woodside text messages you can find the 
details or just ring and ask. 
 
Shout outs for good work this week: 
Thetford: Leia Mason, Ethan Ainsworth, Eli Hill plus Mia-Star has been making items for mid-wives! 
Grizedale: Fiji Clarke, Arthur Cotter, Dominik Mooney, Mia Jones 
Whinfell: George Shannon 
Children have also been working hard in school.  Well done to Fiji, Caleb and Jordon plus Oscar Plumpton. 
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Teachers have enjoyed making Zoom calls to children, especially Epping class.  It’s amazing how quickly we 
start to miss each other.  It would be nice for more to join in.  Let us have an email address so you can join in 
more of these. 
 
Music 
We have been sent some links for music lessons from our music hub.  These are for using Garage Band which 
is a free download.  We only have a general guide plus lessons for Y3 at the moment but more will come out 
soon.  Anyone can use these, not just Y3 children. 
https://youtu.be/Y3WLWvDato4 
https://youtu.be/d21lvtrqMq8 
 
Just a reminder, we have access to the National Online Safety platform so parents can access materials 
about online safety.  If your children are using TikTok, Fortnight, Snapchat, Zoom etc etc then there is some 
excellent advice on how to keep them safe. 
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/woodside-primary-school The first 10 parents signing up to this will 
win a little prize!! 
Update: Prizes owed to Edwina Jones, Carolyn Eves, William Jones and Emma Holt.  6 prizes still up for 
grabs. 
 
Please feel free to share any photos of children doing activities and we will post them on Twitter, Facebook 
and the website. 
 
Magic Breakfast 
We now have a lot of families signed up to receive breakfasts which will hopefully happen soon. Let us know 
if you wish to be included.  Anyone is entitled. 
I would just like to take a moment here to recognise the work that Joanne and Michelle have done in the 
office over these last weeks.  It has been very difficult organising vouchers, lunches, numbers to DfE plus all 
the other day-to-day things that have been going on.  They have been tireless in their efforts and even been 
logging on to the voucher website early in the morning and late at night when it’s less busy.  Well done 
ladies!! 
 
Well-Being 
Some numbers which hopefully you won’t need but just in case… 
Childline 0800 1111 
Samaritans 116123 
Domestic Violence Hotline 0808 2000247 
Mind 03001233393 (mental health advice) 
Age UK 08001696565 
Please stay safe, remember to keep your distance and wash hands and I hope we are all together again soon. 

 
 
Mr Collings 
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